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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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 John Usas Chair                         Rick Wright  Co-Chair                     Kelly Flaskerud , Secretary                    

937-878-6296 740-626-2382                                     410-703-1512              

wdssteward@gmail.com      Redstreakerhollowfarms@gmail.com            

Jim Meacham, Treasurer                                                                    Tim Shoemaker, Editor

  740-988-2073                                                                                   740-851-9127

 jmeach42@gmail.com                                                                       tshoe140@horizonview.net                     

JULY 9TH MEETING

Twenty members met on 9 July at Pap’s Hilltop Honey and Distillery, 117 East Main Street in 
Bainbridge.  Pap’s is a family business owned by Chris and Marc Lewis that produces honey, including
barrel aged honey, flavored honey, creamed honey, and honey products such as soaps, lip balm, and 
lotion.  The website is http://www.papshilltophoney.com/home.html.  Pap’s also has a Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pap's%20Hilltop%20Honey%20and
%20Distillery/104738901483107/.  

Chris talked to us about the bee business and also the distilling process, and provided lots of 
interesting facts.  He and his brother, Marc, started Pap’s in 2007 as third generation bee-keepers with 
two hives.  Today, they manage 140-150 hives per year just to supply their needs for the storefront and 
distillery.  As Chris likes to say, “Two hives turned into six hives. Six hives turned into 21 hives.” 
Within a few years, they had grown to over a hundred hives!  During the Summer, each hive can 
contain as many as 50,000 bees with one queen who lays up to 1200 eggs per day.  Did you know it 
requires bees to visit around two Million flowers to make just one pound of honey?  Chris also 
explained how and when they harvest the honey.  The harvest before the goldenrod starts blooming and
leave the bees more than enough to eat through the Winter.  The honey made from goldenrod doesn’t 
taste as good to people, so all of that honey is left in the hive for the less discriminating palates of the 
bees.

You may have noticed the “…and Distillery” in that title.  Pap’s also distills honey infused 
moonshine.  Chris purchased his huge copper “pot” to distill the corn from Tennessee and jokes that he 
was pulled over by law enforcement no less than fifteen times on the trip back to Ohio!  The whole 
distilling setup is in one of the large windows on Main Street and can also be seen from inside the 
store.  I’m sure that room gets nice and toasty when it’s fired up.  The ‘shine will be flavored with their 
honey or with fruit that is added to the cooling area of the still.  Even the spent grains will be used in 
animal feed (I’ll bet my chickens would love some of that!).  The pure corn liquor will be 100 proof 
and the honey and flavored ‘shine will be 70 proof.

At the moment, Chris and Marc are patiently awaiting approval from the State of Ohio on each 
of their labels that will be affixed to the Ball jars holding the moonshine.  The first batch of ‘shine 
should be available for purchase within the next few weeks.  In the meantime, there are tee shirts, 
sweatshirts, ball caps, many types of honey, lotions, potions, and lip balms to be had at their store in 
Bainbridge.  So far, I’ve tried the raw honey, the creamed honey, the Ginger Lime Hand and Body 
Lotion, and the Peppermint lip balm.  The raw honey, which is reported to be good for people like me 
with lots of allergies, is light-years better than any pasteurized store-bought honey.  It's rich in flavor, 
and is not as cloyingly sweet as the honey I’ve had from the grocery, and tastes more like flowers and 
“summertime.”  The creamed honey is honey that has crystallized and then been beaten in a blender.  
It’s perfect for on your toasted English muffins or in your hot tea.  

CON'D  
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CONT'D
The hand and body lotion smells heavenly, like real ginger juice and fresh limes.  It’s not greasy and it's 

keeping my farmer’s hands soft and smooth all day.  The lip balm smells like peppermints and is very refreshing.
So far, no chapped lips!  I can see a trip to Pap’s in my near future.  Perhaps a few weeks from now?  

Just a reminder, our annual planning meeting will be held at Fred’s Pizza in Waverly on August 4th 
beginning at 11:00am.  All are welcome to come and order some pizza and talk about SOFA activities for the  
remainder of this year, and plans for next year.  

Kelly

The perils of the Young, 
the struggle for survival of wildlife's offspring

By Dana F Schmidt

Early this morning my phone rang and I instantly became apprehensive as calls at this time of day are usually not 
good news. On the phone was our tenant and he was up ready to leave on a local trip, when he noticed a fawn hung up in 
our field fence. He didn't have a set of fence pliers and was calling for help. I dressed as fast as I could and grabbed my 
fence pliers and headed down to the lower field. As I arrived a saw momma deer standing over her trapped fawn. As I 
approached she ran up the hill and stood watch. The poor guy had twisted the wire around his foot and was semi-hanging 
by a hind leg. I drove past him and approached assessing his dilemma. I could see it would be best to just cut the wire. It 
was an uneasy experience as the poor little guy was screaming for his life as I cut him loose. He had no way of knowing I 
was there to help, he was simply terrified. Three quick cuts and he was free. He ran to momma like lightning, but with a 
limp. I assume his injuries are limited to the small cut I saw and a sprained joint. As I drove back up to the house I saw him 
and his mom walking across the back field towards our woods. It was good to help this little guy, but he is one of the lucky 
ones. 

Wildlife young fight a battle for survival we'll never relate to. There are so many things trying to eat you or entrap 
you. It's a hard life, but the strong survive. The young often captivate us and are always a joy to see and watch. Rarely do 
we get to intervene in their life nor should we. This is one case where it was appropriate. Many times people find young 
and think they are abandoned, but they are only hidden until mom returns. What if they are truly lost or injured? I hate to 
sound crass, but that is life in nature and it is not our's to determine. In rare cases when we know for sure that something 
tragic has happened then we should intervene, but random encounters are typically not one of these scenarios. Most states 
have rehab centers and all injured or dislocated wildlife should be turned over to those who are expert in caring for them. 
You may ask if I should have captured the fawn for treatment....no he is better off with his mom and to heal in nature. 

There are few things in nature as intriguing as baby wildlife. Watching a nest of birds, grow and fledge is a neat 
experience. I was blessed this year to get to watch a doe as she gave birth. I was fishing along a local stream when I noticed
a deer moving around in an unusual manner. Finally she laid down and maybe 30-60 minutes later I saw her stand up and 
turn around and her attention was towards the ground, I knew then what had occurred. Finally I saw the fawn wigging 
around and then struggle to stand. Mom was attending the youngster. Finally she moved away from her bed and the 
newborn followed her on wobbly legs. He ventured too near a ditch and tumbled in, my heart sank. Mom came over and 
bleated a couple times and the youngster came wobbling up the bank. They stayed close for about a half hour then mom 
would walk off and the youngster would follow. 

The beginning of a life of struggle had unfolded right in front of me. The sad fact is many young do not make it to 
adulthood. But nature survives on the fitness of the creatures within it and this is how it was designed. Our emotions must 
be set aside and left to simply cheer them on and hope to see them grow and be a part of the great outdoors. 
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S.O.F.A. Resource
Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Forester Vinton, 
Ross,Pickaway
740-774-1596  ext  109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR Forester  Jackson, 
Lawrence, Galia, Meigs
740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR Forester  Fayette, 
Clinton, Highland, Pike,
 Fayette
614-212-3288
brad.wireman@dnr  ,state.oh.us

Jamie Dahl, Central State Umiv. Forest 
outreach co-ordinator
740-753-0904
jdahl@centralstate.edu

Dave Runkle, Vinton Soil & Water
Conservation Dist.
740-596-5676
david.runkle@us.oh.nacdnet.net

Dave Apsley, 
Nat’l Resource Specialist        
 740-286-5044
apsley.1@osu.edu   

Jerermy Scherf, ODNR 
Camp Canopy Director
740-439-9079
Jeremy.Scherf@dnr.state.oh.us

Ben Robinson DNR Forester
Clermont, Brown, Adams, Scioto
614-204-9026
Ben.Robinson@dnr.state.oh.us

Emily Archibald, ODNR Private Lands 
Biologist  937-347-0925
 emily.archibald@dnr.state.oh.us 

Storm Disaster Assistance 

As many of you know, the east/central Ohio area was ravaged by an
incredible storm a couple of weeks ago with many areas still compromised.
Due to the damaging winds from that storm, it is estimated that tens of 
thousands of trees are down and the need for clean up is great. OFA has 
compiled the following list of resources for members in the affected area.
Landowners of Private Forest Land

The Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) can provide 
cost-share payments to eligible landowners for the restoration of forestland
damaged by a natural disaster. This program is administered by the United
States Department of Agriculture Farm Service Agency (USDA-FSA). You 
will need to visit your local FSA office and have a farm tract number with 
FSA to apply for the program (if you do not have an existing farm tract 
number, you can apply for one).

EFRP can provide up to 75% of the cost to implement emergency 
forest restoration practices such as debris removal and replanting a forest 
stand. Details can be found on this fact sheet. For more information or to 
see if you qualify, visit your local FSA office or 
visit http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov. 

Do not remove any debris until FSA has been out to survey the 
damage to your property if you plan to utilize this program.

BUY-SELL-TRADE

A new feature in the newsletter! If you have anything to sell or trade, or are 
looking for an item, send the information to tshoe140@horizonview.net
and it will be posted in the next newsletter. We all are doing the same kind of 
things, so what you have, or need just might be what someone else has an 
interest in.

FACEBOOK
Check often, there is timely information, that cannot make it into the newsletter!

 
It is a private group, so you may want to register. After registering you will be able to post entries.
This will enable us to put out immediate information, such as cancellations, or other plan changes.
In order to register, open Facebook search for “S.O.F.A.” There you will be able to join the group. 

Two old friends, Ned and John, 
…........ lived for baseball. Then one day, John died, leaving Ned inconsolable. A few weeks later, Ned heard someone
calling his name. He looked up. Standing on a cloud was his old pal. “Ned,” John called down, “I have good news and
bad. The good news is, there’s baseball in heaven!” “Great,” said Ned. 
“What’s the bad news?” “You’re pitching Sunday.” 
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A Note to all Members/ active and inactive 

There are a lot of reasons that many members are not able to attend our monthly meetings. That being 
said, we miss you, and hope you are well. We would like to hear from you, to know that you still have an interest in
our group, and what is going on in your world. There will be a place in the newsletter to publish your message 
(only if you give permission) to let everyone know about you. The weather is changing in southern Ohio, so sit 
down and drop a few lines to me. Email tshoe140@horizonview.net 

Day in the Woods 2nd Friday Series

 David Apsley Natural Resources Specialist
College of Food, Agriculture and Environmental Sciences Ohio State University Extension

17 Standpipe Road, Jackson, OH 45640 740-710-3009 Mobile
apsley.1@osu.edu e-mail , o  u.o  su.edu/seohiowoodss   website

Here is the tentative 2022 agenda:

https://u.osu.edu/apsley.1/2022/02/21/a-day-in-the-woods-tentative-agenda-for-2022/ 

Family Forest Owners  : “We Care”

Environmental and economic threats such as development, fragmentation (the creation of 
small isolated tracts of forests), insect infestations and wildfires continually pose threats to our 
nation’s wildlife habitats.  

Thankfully, family forest owners (those owning between 10 and 1,000 acres of forestland) care
and want to help. In fact, family forest owners note “wildlife” in the top five reasons they own their 
land. 

It’s only fitting that a key priority of the American Tree Farm System,® our nationwide network 
of family forest owners, is the implementation of sustainable forest management practices that 
improve wildlife habitat.

That’s why the American Forest Foundation is working with partners in nearly every region 
across the country—in projects like the AFF-USFWS Southeastern Habitat Improvement 
Initiative, My MassConn Woods, My Lake Superior Northwoods, Woods, Wildlife and 
Warblers (Vermont) and the Carolinas Working Forest Conservation Collaborative—to activate and 
support concerned family forest owners in protecting the at-risk wildlife species living on their lands.

One night as I was putting my 2 1/2-year-old daughter to bed, I saw a bright full moon in the sky. I let her look
at the moon for a minute and then asked, “Who made the moon?”

“God,” came her reply. “And the stars?” I asked. Again the answer was, “God.” I continued with a few more 
questions: Who made the trees, the flowers, etc. 
Finally I asked, “Who made Daddy?” She said, “Grandma.”

THE OUTHOUSE

We were tearing down an old three-seater outhouse when my neighbor asked if she could have the single-plank, 
three-hole outhouse seat. I said sure. Six months later, she invited me to her home. There she showed off her newly 
designed family room, complete with a single-plank, three-hole picture frame featuring her three grandchildren.  
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Family Forest Blog
Leaving a Lasting Legacy

People who are passionate about giving back to their communities—who contribute their time, 
talents and money to make the world a better place—often want to ensure that they can continue to 
make a difference even after they are gone. That was the case with Dianne Komminsk, a lifelong 
resident of Ohio who died in 2019. Her estate’s generous gift to the American Forest Foundation’s 
legacy giving program The Seedling Society, will help fund critically important climate change and 
conservation work.

Although Komminsk had no relationship with AFF during her lifetime, she loved planting trees and
caring for them on her property outside of New Bremen, Ohio, according to Bill Wente, a longtime friend
and one of the executors of her estate. Komminsk enjoyed walking in the woods and watching the deer 
and other wildlife that lived in and around them. She was a staunch advocate for the environment, 
supporting the preservation of land and water resources and wildlife habitats. That commitment to 
nature was reflected in her will, which directed that her estate’s executors make contributions to groups 
that work to support those causes.

In order to fulfill their responsibilities, Wente and the other executors began screening various 
conservation and environmental organizations as possible beneficiaries. They narrowed the search 
down by checking each group’s ratings on Charity Navigator. AFF has earned a five-star, 96.4% overall 
rating and a “Give with Confidence” designation.

“We were then contacted by the trustees of her estate, who had a lot of questions about our 
programming and about the work that we would do with the donation,” explained Beth Riley, AFF’s 
director of philanthropy. “Then we began to hone in on some of our programming that would relate most 
closely to the things that Dianne was passionate about. We eventually landed on the white oak 
restoration work and our Family Forest Carbon Program as areas that would be the most closely 
aligned with Dianne’s wishes.”

Riley said the white oak work would have resonated with Komminsk because Ohio is an area 
where the tree grows very well. “The Family Forest Carbon Program is a really compelling vision for 
AFF’s climate work and for where we’re going in the future,” she added.
“Because AFF had its planned giving program, The Seedling Society, already in place, we were able to 
have these offerings available to the executors and were able to talk to them about the work her gift 
would enable us to do,” Riley said.

     ODNR HUNTER EDUCATION COURSE
Our hunter and trapper education programs are designed for every age and ability and are run 

by some of Ohio’s best and most knowledgeable hunters and trappers. They’ll help you understand 
where and when it’s legal to go for the game you want. While hunter 
education is a vital part of becoming an Ohio hunter, new hunters also have the option of hunting with 
an apprentice hunting license before taking a hunter education course.

Instructor-led courses last about 8-12 hours and take place in a classroom environment. 
Certified volunteers and Division of Wildlife staff teach the courses. They are specially trained and 
highly qualified to help you learn.

Though it varies by instructor and location, most classes take place over two days. Study 
materials will be provided in the class, but you will need to bring a pencil or pen and a highlighter. Your 
instructor will cover a range of topics, from conservation, safety, and ethics to the proper handling of 
shotguns, handguns, bowhunting gear, and more. You should not bring firearms or archery equipment 
to class - all necessary equipment will be provided.

Once you've completed the course work, you will be given a 100-question test which includes 
multiple-choice questions. A student must score 75% or higher on the test to pass and obtain 
certification. More info at wildinfo@dnr.ohio.gov 
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AUGUST 4th

Annual planning meeting 

will be held at Fred’s Pizza in Waverly on August 4th beginning at
11:00am.  All are welcome to come and order some pizza and help plan
our SOFA activities for the  remainder of this year, and plans for next

year.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

NAME______________________________________________________PHONE__________________

ADDRESS________________________________________________STATE_________________

EMAIL_______________________________________________________________

If you own woodland, in which county?______________Acres Owned?__________

  New Member______Renewal_____Scholarship Fund Donation $_______Thank-You

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson Oh 45640

Make Check Payable to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA)

Individual $15, Family $25, Partnership, Association, or Corporation $25

 

S.O.F.A.
1864 Shyville Rd
Piketon Oh 45661

       Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org
*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second 
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville 
Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center


